
SHRI PURISAI KANNAPPA SAMBANDAN

 Shri Purisai Kannappa Sambandan is an artist of Purisai School of Therukoothu 
from Tamil Nadu. 

2. Born on 16  October,1953 in Purisai village of Tiruvannamalai District, Tamilnadu,  th

Shri Sambandan is a fifth generation artiste of the Purisai School of Therukoothu. He has 
been performing since 1977 in the main roles. In 1977, he participated in the National 
School of Drama workshop conducted by Bansi Kaul at Gandhigram and later, in the 
workshops of Badal Sircar and Ingeborg Mayer.

3. Shri Sambandan conducted workshops Therukoothu at National School of Drama,  
New Delhi, International Theatre Workshop- Alwaye, the Central University- Pondicherry, 
National School of Drama - Bangalore, School of Drama and Fine Arts- Thrissur, Bhaskar's 
Arts Academy- Singapore, Theatre du Soleil- Paris. He also conducted workshops and 
promoted this art in many schools and colleges. The Therukoothu version of Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez's 'An Old Man with Huge Wings', directed by him for 5  International Theatre th

Festival at Bogota, Colombia in 1996 drew critical attention. Other Koothu plays directed 
by him are Brecht's 'Caucasian Chalk Circle', Thenali Raman, Basan's Dhoodha 
Gadothgajan and Silambu Selvi (Silapathikaaram). He choreographed the Therukoothu 
part in Ms. Arianne Mnouchkine's "Une Chambre En Inde" of Theatre du Soleil, Paris, 
France. He has accompanied his troupe in all major performances within India and abroad. 
He has performed in France, Sweden, Singapore, Colombia, USA, La Reunion and Sri 
Lanka.

4. Shri Sambandan was given a scholarship under the Young talented artiste scheme  
of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India in 1985. He was conferred the prestigious 
title Kalaimamani by the Tamilnadu state Eyal, Isai, Natak Manram in 1995. He was 
conferred the prestigious Title Nataka Thamizh Aringar by Pongu Thamizh Arrakattalai in 
the Year 2002, Dakshina Chitra Kalai Virudhu by Madras Craft Foundation in 2004, 
Podhigai Award by Chennai Doordharshan in 2007, Nritya Kala Nipuna Award by 
Nrityalaya Aesthetics Society, Singapore in 2008. He was given the Sangeet Natak Akademi 
award in acting for the year 2012, and the Kalai Sudar award by Tamilnadu Progressive 
Writers and Artistes association in the year 2014, the Dr. M.A. Chidambaram Chettiar 
Award for his excellence in Fine Arts followed in the year 2015. He was conferred an 
Honorary Doctorate from Tamilnadu Dr. J. Jayalalitha Music and Fine Arts University in 
the year 2020. Naataar Kalaikon Award from ABHAI in the year 2022, Nanban Arts and 
Crafts Award in the year 2023 are other notable recognitions.

Padma Shri



Jh iqfjlÃ d..kIi lEcUèku

 Jh iqfjlÃ d..kIi lEcUèku rfeyukMq ds Fks#dwFkq ds iqjhlkÃ Ldwy ds dykdkj gSaA 

2 ]- 16 vDVwcj] 1953 dks rfeyukMq ds fr#oUukeykÃ ftys ds iqjhlkÃ xkao esa tUes  Jh lEcUèku] Fks#dqFkq ds 
iqjhlkÃ Ldwy dh ikapoÈ ih<+h ds dykdkj gSaA og o"kZ 1977 ls eq[; Hkwfedkvksa esa vfHku; dj jgs gSaA o"kZ 1977 esa 
bUgksaus xkaèkhxzke esa calh dkSy }kjk vk;ksftr jk"Vªh; ukVî fo|ky; dh dk;Z'kkyk esa Hkkx fy;k vkSj ckn esa ckny 
ljdkj vkSj baxscksxZ es;j dh dk;Z'kkykvksa esa Hkkx fy;kA

3- Jh lEcUèku us jk"Vªh; ukVî fo|ky;] uÃ fnYyh] varjkZ"Vªh; jaxeap dk;Z'kkyk&vyos] dsaæh; 
foÜofo|ky;& ikafMpsjh] jk"Vªh; ukVî fo|ky;& cSaxyksj] ukVî ,oa yfyr dyk fo|ky;& f='kwj] HkkLdj dyk 
vdkneh& Çlxkiqj] fFk,Vj Mw lksysby& isfjl esa Fks#dwFkq dk;Z'kkyk,¡ dk vk;kstu fd;kA bUgksaus dÃ fo|ky;ksa 
vkSj egkfo|ky;ksa esa dk;Z'kkykvksa dk vk;kstu fd;k vkSj dyk ds bl :i dks c<+kok fn;kA bUgksaus o"kZ 1996 esa 
cksxksVk] dksyafc;k esa 5osa varjkZ"Vªh; jaxeap egksRlo ds fy, xsfcz;y xkÆl;k ekdsZt+ ds *,u vksYM eSu fon áwt 
ÇoXl* ds Fks#dqFkq laLdj.k dk funsZ'ku fd;k] ftlus vkykspdksa dk è;ku vkdÆ"kr fd;kA buds }kjk funsZf'kr vU; 
dwFkq ukVdksa esa czs[r dk *d‚dsf'k;u p‚d ldZy*] rsukyh jeu] clu dk èkwèkk xnksFkxtu vkSj flyEcw lsYoh 
¼flyifFkdkje½ 'kkfey gSaA bUgksaus lqJh ,fj;u eukSpfdu ds fFk,Vj Mw lksysby] isfjl] Ýkal ds Þmus pSacj 
,ubaMsÞ esa Fks#dqFkq va'k dk Nk;kadu ¼dksfj;ksxzkQ½ fd;kA ;s çn'kZu Hkkjr esa gksa vkSj fons'kksa esa] bu lHkh çeq[k 
çn'kZuksa esa og vius ny ds lkFk jgsa gSA bUgksaus Ýkal] LohMu] Çlxkiqj] dksyafc;k] vesfjdk] yk fj;wfu;u vkSj 
Jhyadk esa çLrqfr nh gSA

4- Jh lEcUèku dks o"kZ 1985 esa Hkkjr ljdkj ds laL—fr ea=ky; dh ;qok çfrHkk'kkyh dykdkj ;kstuk ds 
varxZr Nk=o`fÙk nh xÃ FkhA bUgsa  o"kZ 1995 esa rfeyukMq jkT; b;ky] blkÃ] ukVd eujke }kjk çfrf"Br 
dySekef.k dh mikfèk çnku dh xÃA bUgsa o"kZ 2002 esa iksaxqFkfet+ vjdêykÃ }kjk çfrf"Br ukVd Fkfet+ vÇjxkj 
dh mikfèk] o"kZ 2004 esa eækl Øk¶V QkmaMs'ku }kjk nf{k.kk fp= dyÃ fo#èkq] o"kZ 2007 esa psUuÃ nwjn'kZu }kjk 
iksfèkxÃ iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2008 esa u`R;ky; ,LFksfVDl lkslkbVh] Çlxkiqj }kjk u`R; dyk fuiq.k iqjLdkj çnku fd;k 
x;kA bUgsa o"kZ 2012 esa vfHku; esa laxhr ukVd vdkneh iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2014 esa rfeyukMq çxfr'khy ys[kd vkSj 
dykdkj la?k }kjk dyÃlqnj iqjLdkj] blds ckn 2015 esa yfyr dyk esa mR—"Vrk ds fy, M‚- ,e-,- fpnacje 
psfê;kj iqjLdkj çnku fd;k x;kA bUgsa o"kZ 2020 esa rfeyukMq M‚- ts- t;yfyrk laxhr vkSj yfyr dyk 
foÜofo|ky; ls M‚DVjsV dh ekun mikfèk çnku dh xÃA budks çkIr egRoiw.kZ iwjLdkjksa esa o"kZ 2022 esa 
,ch,p,vkÃ ls ukrkj dyÃdksu iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2023 esa uucu dyk vkSj f'kYi iqjLdkj 'kkfey gSaA

in~e Jh


