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SHRI PURISAI KANNAPPA SAMBANDAN

Shri Purisai Kannappa Sambandan is an artist of Purisai School of Therukoothu
from Tamil Nadu.

2. Born on 16" October,1953 in Purisai village of Tiruvannamalai District, Tamilnadu,
Shri Sambandan is a fifth generation artiste of the Purisai School of Therukoothu. He has
been performing since 1977 in the main roles. In 1977, he participated in the National
School of Drama workshop conducted by Bansi Kaul at Gandhigram and later, in the
workshops of Badal Sircar and Ingeborg Mayer.

S Shri Sambandan conducted workshops Therukoothu at National School of Drama,
New Delhi, International Theatre Workshop- Alwaye, the Central University- Pondicherry,
National School of Drama - Bangalore, School of Drama and Fine Arts- Thrissur, Bhaskar's
Arts Academy- Singapore, Theatre du Soleil- Paris. He also conducted workshops and
promoted this art in many schools and colleges. The Therukoothu version of Gabriel Garcia
Marquez's 'An Old Man with Huge Wings', directed by him for 5" International Theatre
Festival at Bogota, Colombia in 1996 drew critical attention. Other Koothu plays directed
by him are Brecht's 'Caucasian Chalk Circle', Thenali Raman, Basan's Dhoodha
Gadothgajan and Silambu Selvi (Silapathikaaram). He choreographed the Therukoothu
part in Ms. Arianne Mnouchkine's "Une Chambre En Inde" of Theatre du Soleil, Paris,
France. He has accompanied his troupe in all major performances within India and abroad.
He has performed in France, Sweden, Singapore, Colombia, USA, La Reunion and Sri
Lanka.

4. Shri Sambandan was given a scholarship under the Young talented artiste scheme
of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India in 1985. He was conferred the prestigious
title Kalaimamani by the Tamilnadu state Eyal, Isai, Natak Manram in 1995. He was
conferred the prestigious Title Nataka Thamizh Aringar by Pongu Thamizh Arrakattalai in
the Year 2002, Dakshina Chitra Kalai Virudhu by Madras Craft Foundation in 2004,
Podhigai Award by Chennai Doordharshan in 2007, Nritya Kala Nipuna Award by
Nrityalaya Aesthetics Society, Singapore in 2008. He was given the Sangeet Natak Akademi
award in acting for the year 2012, and the Kalai Sudar award by Tamilnadu Progressive
Writers and Artistes association in the year 2014, the Dr. M.A. Chidambaram Chettiar
Award for his excellence in Fine Arts followed in the year 2015. He was conferred an
Honorary Doctorate from Tamilnadu Dr. J. Jayalalitha Music and Fine Arts University in
the year 2020. Naataar Kalaikon Award from ABHAI in the year 2022, Nanban Arts and
Crafts Award in the year 2023 are other notable recognitions.
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2. 16 JAFCER, 1953 B A B [AoT~HATS FoTel & RIATS Td H ST, 41 e, A5 b
QTS Tl B Ul UIEl & HATPR 8 | a8 a9 1977 F &= YAHIei § A R I 8 | a9 1977 H
g2iv EITE 99 el gRT SN IS e faermerd &) sriwmer & 9T foran ik are & dree
IRBTR IR SIERT TN BT BRI H 9T foraT |

3. NI A q I Aled fdumery, d3 fioell, IR THT BRISTA—3Teld, ®ard
fqafenera— uifses, LT Arey fAeTed— TR, ey Ud dferd b [demad— PRR, 9 dal
3rmTeHI— RITR, rger g Aleisa— URE H I9de] SIS &I AT 6T | §8i4 &8 fJemedl
3R FRTfaEmeral § BrRIvel &7 IS fhaT 3R Hell & 39 WU &I 9erdT 33T | S84 a9 1996 #
dITICT, BIAIAT H 50 RIS HT HIedd & o1y et TRGAT Al & T 3iles A 98 g
[T’ & o] FIBRUN BT e b, fSTa= fTelrareh! T &1 JATehvd fohaT | §77eb gIRT <RI 3/
HY ACHI H A& BT ‘DIGRIAT Al Febel, UTel T, A BT BT TaRATSA IR g dAedl
(RreTufdrep=e) enfAer € | S84 g5 TRIT JAkiha & 2yex g Aieisd, UR™, Hid & S der
UASS” H I A DI BIIh (HIRAYTH) fbar | I gee[ 9Rd 4 8f iR faazn #, g7 91 v
UGEHl H 98 MUY T & AT IE © | g Wid, Wied, REMYR, diefdan, sriRer, o Rygfad ok
et # RGfT 2|

4. o T B 9Y 1985 H URA WRBR B AP HATSAT DI JaT AT HATHR ATSTT b
AT BIAGRT &1 s AT| 3% 99 1995 H TS I5d ST, §9Ts, Alcd A-RM gRT Afdftad
FHoTHTHIOT BT IUTY TS BT T3 | §75 99 2002 H UHAHS SRPBEATs gRT HIST e Afigy TRTR
DI IUTY, IY 2004 H AGT HIUC BISSYH §RT S0 I Hefs 9%, 99 2007 H I=Ts qR& R
GITERTS QREPR, a9 2008 ¥ T TRAfead HIATg!, RIEMYR gRT T el 1901 RIBR T
AT | 58 99 2012 H AT H FIT ACh FbIeH! REPR, Y 2014 H dAeTg Hcrefier o 3R
HATHR T GRT Helgga) REPR, THD 918 2015 H SAfold Hefl H Icpeed & oy Sf. .U, ReaRA
AfEIR REPR &M fBa1 7| §8 a9 2020 # AfATg Sf. O Sl i iR dferd Hel
fq=afdenery | Siaeie & AMG UMY Y& B 75 | 30T U< ASdY0T REBRI H a9 2022 H
TIEURITE ¥ ATAR Helsd[ YREBR, a4 2023 H T4 Hefl 3R Red REBR M 7 |
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